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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 1157 2 0.9 3 66.3 99.9
1b 1156 1.8 0.9 3 61.6 99.8
2a 1157 4.6 1.7 7 65.5 99.9
2b 1157 3.1 1.3 5 61.1 99.9
2c 1157 5.1 2.5 10 50.5 99.9
3 1157 13.8 5.6 25 55.4 99.9

4a 737 30.9 8 45 68.6 63.6
4b 384 33.7 7.4 45 74.8 33.2
4c 36 27.1 8.3 45 60.1 3.1
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Ejercicio 2(c)

Lee el texto Repercusiones de la crisis económica, y luego contesta en español las preguntas 
que siguen. Aviso: debes contestar en tus propias palabras en español. (You MUST use your 
own words in Spanish, as far as possible.)	 [10]

	 (i)	 Explica el significado de las palabras siguientes “el paro es menor cuanto mayor es el 
nivel educativo”.	 [2]

	

	 (ii)	 En la actualidad, ¿qué puede dificultar el acceso a los estudios universitarios?	 [1]

	

	 (iii)	 Da dos consejos ofrecidos por Margarita Salvador para animar a los jóvenes parados.
 	 [2]

	 (a)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 (b)	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

	 (iv)	 ¿Qué tendencia se nota en el flujo migratorio español?	 [1]

	

	 (v)	 ¿Puedes sugerir una razón por la cual los jóvenes españoles aspiran a vivir en el Reino 
Unido o EE.UU?	 [1]

	

	 (vi)	 ¿Por qué es sorprendente el aumento de emigrantes jóvenes de Castilla y León?	 [1]

	

	 (vii)	 ¿Quieren emigrar los parados de todas las franjas de edad? Da tus razones.	 [1]

	

	 (viii)	 ¿Por qué se puede concluir que España va a tener un problema con la falta de expertos 
en el futuro?	 [1]

	

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.





Sticky Note
an example of good practice





Sticky Note
Ejercicio 2(c) proved testing for many candidates - here is an example on how to keep answers short and to the point.





Sticky Note
this question caused widespread problems - see markscheme for approved answer.
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Ejercicio 3

Translate the following text into SPANISH:	 [25]

Spain is the EU country with the highest youth unemployment. Her situation is in contrast to that of 
other members like Holland and Germany where unemployment affects less than 9% of those under 
twenty five. Some of the results of the economic crisis on young Spaniards are dreadful, like the data 
that shows that the number of “ni-nis” has been increasing for eight years. Some people think that 
a solution may be found in offering more training to the unemployed. Although the OCDE says that 
it makes sense for people to take responsibility for some of the costs of their own education, it also 
warns that increasing costs may lead to obstacles to accessing higher education. Some Spanish 
experts recognize that more than ever today things will remain difficult for young Spaniards unless 
they look for work abroad.
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Ejercicio 3 

Translate the following text into SPANISH: [25 

Spain is the EU country with the highest youth unemployment. Her situation is in contrast to that o 
other members like Holland and Germany where unemployment affects less than 9% of those unde 
twenty five. Some of the results of the economic crisis on young Spaniards are dreadful, like the dat2 
that shows that the number of "ni-nis" has been increasing for eight years. Some people think that 
a solution may be found in offering more training to the unemployed. Although the OCDE says that 
it makes sense for people to take responsibility for some of the costs of their own education, it also 
warns that increasing costs may lead to obstacles to accessing higher education. Some Spanish 
experts recognize that more than ever today things will remain difficult for young Spaniards unless 
they look for work abroad. 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

Sticky Note
these marks speak for themselves and are typical of very good candidates





Sticky Note
an example of how to make the most of vocabulary given in the written text. A few errors in Spanish offset by solidity elsewhere (e.g. in use of "a menos que" ...) 
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Ejercicio 3 

Translate the following text into SPANISH: 

Spain is the EU country with the highest youth unemployment. Her situation is in contrast to that a 
other members like Holland and Germany where unemployment affects less than 9% of those unde 
twenty five. Some of the results of the economic crisis on young Spaniards are dreadful, like the dat2 
that shows that the numMr of "ni-nis" has been increasing for eight years. Some people think thcii 
a solution may be found in offering more training to the unemployed. Although the OCDE says that 
it makes sense for people to take responsibility for some of the costs of their own education, it also 
warns that increasing costs may lead to obstacles to accessing higher education. Some Spanish 
experts recognize that more than ever today things will remain difficult for young Spaniards unless 
they look for work abroad. 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (1364-01) 

Sticky Note
the marks again show the standard set by many candidates - this is what everyone must aim for.
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A.	 El mundo del cine

Después de elegir UNA de las películas siguientes, escribe una redacción en español 
sobre UNO de los dos temas propuestos para cada película. Cada redacción debe ser de 
aproximadamente 400 palabras.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

10. Guillermo del Toro, El laberinto del fauno

 (a) “La película analiza las repercusiones sociales del miedo en los primeros años del 
franquismo.” Comenta esta afirmación.

 (b) Analiza la relación entre Mercedes y Ofelia.













Sticky Note
This candidate, unlike many others who chose this question, addresses the rubric and writes good Spanish.  









Sticky Note
This was a very popular question but not everyone succeeded in focusing on the statement as well as this candidate did. Own opinions are expressed and the written Spanish is sound. An example of good practice.
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B.	 El mundo de la literatura

Después de elegir UNO de los textos siguientes, escribe una redacción en español sobre UNO 
de los dos temas propuestos para cada texto. Cada redacción debe ser de aproximadamente 
400 palabras.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

8. Laura Esquivel: Como agua para  chocolate

 (a) Comenta esta afirmación: “las mujeres son mucho más fuertes que los hombres en esta 
novela”.

 

















Sticky Note
An example of a candidate trying to focus on the question set - many candidates failed to do this with this popular novel,
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Ejercicio 2 (c) 
 


Lee el texto Repercusiones de la crisis, y luego contesta en español las preguntas 
que siguen. Aviso: debes contestar en tus propias palabras en español. (You MUST 
use your own words in Spanish, as far as possible.) [10] 
 


 Accept semantic equivalents when marking this task. 


 Do NOT accept the use of an infinitive or past participle in place of a verb 
unless grammatically accurate in the context. 


 Do NOT accept straight lifts where there is no language manipulation. Put  
L on script. 


 


(i) Explica  el significado de las palabras siguientes “el paro es menor cuanto mayor es 
el nivel educativo”.  [2] 


 


La gente cualificada / las personas con estudios etc. [1] / sufre/sufren  menos 
desempleo. [1] 


 


(ii) En la actualidad, ¿qué puede dificultar el acceso a los estudios universitarios? [1] 
 


Las tasas crecientes de matrícula para los estudiantes / lo que tienen que 
pagar para ir a la universidad etc. 


 


(iii) Da dos consejos ofrecidos por Margarita Salvador para animar a los jóvenes 
parados.  [2] 


 


 Any two of: 


 deben continuar estudiando  


 deben seguir buscando trabajo. 


 deben buscar trabajo en el extranjero. 
 


(iv) ¿Qué tendencia se nota en el flujo migratorio español? [1] 
 


Ahora hay más emigrantes que inmigrantes. 
 


(v) ¿Puedes sugerir una razón por la cual los jóvenes españoles aspiran a vivir en el 
Reino Unido o EE.UU?  [1] 


 


Porque quieren aprender / mejorar / perfeccionar el inglés / porque no hay 
trabajo en España / porque hay más trabajo allí etc. 


 


(vi) ¿Por qué es sorprendente el aumento de emigrantes jóvenes de Castilla y León? 
   [1] 


 


Porque tradicionalmente quieren quedarse en / porque no quieren marcharse 
de su tierra natal etc. 


 


(vii) ¿Quieren emigrar los parados de todas las franjas de edad? Da tus razones. 
    [1] 
 


 
Sí, porque el texto lo dice / Sí, porque incluso el 25% de los mayores de edad 
quieren marcharse de España. 


 


(viii) ¿Por qué se puede concluir que España va a tener un problema con la falta de 
expertos en el futuro?  [1] 


 


Porque se dice que en algunos campos se marcha gente muy perita etc. 
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Ejercicio 3    [25] 
 
Translate the following text into SPANISH:  
 
Spain is the EU country with the highest youth unemployment. Her situation is in contrast to 
that of other members like Holland and Germany where unemployment affects less than 9% 
of those under twenty five. Some of the results of the economic crisis on young Spaniards 
are dreadful, like the data that shows that the number of “ni-nis” has been increasing for 
eight years. Some people think that a solution may be found in offering more training to the 
unemployed. Although the OCDE says that it makes sense for people to take responsibility 
for some of the costs of their own education, it also warns that increasing costs may lead to 
obstacles to accessing higher education. Some Spanish experts recognize that more than 
ever today things will remain difficult for young Spaniards unless they look for work abroad.  
 


 Accept semantic equivalents when marking this task. 


 Do NOT accept the use of an infinitive or past participle in place of a verb unless 
grammatically accurate in the context. 


 
1 mark for each of the following sections clearly conveyed: 
1. España es el país de la UE con la tasa más alta de desempleo juvenil / paro juvenil. 
2. Su situación contrasta con la de países / miembros / países miembros como 


Holanda y Alemania 
3. donde el paro afecta a menos del 9% de los menores de veinticinco años. 
4. Algunos resultados de la crisis/ las repercusiones de la crisis financiera / económica 


en / para los jóvenes españoles son espantosos / desesperanzadores / terribles 
5. como los datos que muestran que el número de ni-nis 
6. va creciendo / ha ido creciendo desde hace ocho años. 
7. Alguna gente piensa que puede ser que / es posible que  
8. haya una solución / una solución esté / en ofrecer más formación a los parados. 
9. Aunque la OCDE dice que tiene sentido que la gente 
10. asuma más responsabilidad de algunos costes de su [propia] educación 
11. advierte también que los costes crecientes pueden conducir a / contribuir a / crear 
12. obstáculos para acceder a estudios superiores. 
13. Algunos expertos españoles reconocen que hoy más que nunca 
14. las cosas seguirán siendo difíciles para los jóvenes españoles 
15. a no ser que / a menos que busquen trabajo en el extranjero 
 
+ mark out of 10 for Accuracy in accordance with published grid 








© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


24 


Ejercicio 4 
 
Guided Studies essay to be marked in accordance with published grid. 
 
Essay Mark Scheme Unit 4 
 
Quality of Response (AO2) 


 
15-13 Full and direct response to the question set.  Able to focus on the task immediately 


and without deviation.  Clear organisation, systematic and coherent.  Shows 
excellent command / judgement in the use of source material.  Imaginative approach, 
clear viewpoint, sense of purpose and analysis.  Concise, matching exposition / 
conclusion.  Argument fully supported by evidence. 


 
12-10 Competent, but lacks some flair, imagination, analysis. Sound argument, not always 


exhaustive, with appropriate examples to illustrate a point; a little obliqueness, a few 
relevant conclusions not drawn or poorly supported by evidence, some inappropriate 
description. But generally well balanced and documented, coherent exposition / 
conclusion.  


 
9-7 Some sense of direction and some originality, but also deviation / triviality. Insufficient 


focus on central themes. Strong tendency to describe rather than analyse, and to 
supplement pre-learned information which is not directly related to the given context. 
But also some independence of thought. Occasional mismatch between argument 
and evidence / information, inappropriate / unconvincing conclusions. 


 
6-4 Some sense of shape, but with flaws and lack of purpose. Limited success in trying to 


answer specific points. Confused responses / comments tend to distort / dissipate the 
argument presented. Repeated misunderstandings / misinterpretations of materials and / 
or questions. General lack of analysis and overall organisation. Argument unclear, poorly 
supported by evidence. 


 
3-1 Little or no indication that the scope of the task has been understood. Response 


rambling, disjointed, leading nowhere; information presented for no apparent 
purpose, important aspects / evidence ignored; pre-learned / 'adapted' passages, 
poorly incorporated; narrow scope, largely irrelevant. 


 
0 Totally unfocused. Responses / statements out of context. Barely more than a list of 


disconnected items. No connection with the task in hand. 
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Knowledge of topics and texts (AO1, AO2) 
 


10-9 Candidate is thoroughly familiar with the chosen topics / texts.  Answers, views and 
statements demonstrate sound factual knowledge and judgements.  Able to draw 
easily on source material relevant to support a view or argument or to compare / 
contrast aspects of the subject under discussion. 


 


8-7 Evidence of good factual knowledge and judgement despite one or two 
inconsistencies in presenting particulars from topics / texts studied.  Evidence of 
good scope of sources studied, with no significant misrepresentation of facts. 


 


6-5 Evidence of some general knowledge with limited factual detail of topics / texts 
studied, focused on content rather than judgement.  Candidate may confuse certain 
aspects because they have been 'learned' without being fully assimilated.  Prone to 
misrepresentation / misinterpretation of facts.  Views and opinions, such as there are, 
tend to be unsupported by evidence. 


 


4-3 Superficial knowledge, confused presentation of unrelated facts which may have little 
or nothing to do with the subject under discussion and may lead to misunderstanding 
/ misinterpreting certain issues or questions.  No evidence of a range of sources 
studied.  Some inappropriate vocabulary, repetition of 'learned' key statements 
without genuine argument / understanding. 


 


2-1 Distinct lack of factual knowledge, lack of corresponding vocabulary.  No evidence 
that the topics / texts have been studied in any depth, neither in Spanish or the 
mother tongue.  May present pre-learned isolated statements out of context, incorrect 
references to names or places.  Frequent misunderstandings. 


 


0 No information conveyed that is relevant to the task in hand, no evidence that topic / 
text has been studied. 


 


Accuracy (AO3) 
 


10-9 Excellent command of grammar and syntax.  Consistently correct use of language 
despite a few errors, some corrected.  High degree of accuracy. 


 


8-7 Evidence of sound grasp of grammar and syntax.  Occasional errors, some of which 
may be repeated, indicating a particular weakness. 


 


6-5 The basic principles of grammar are applied in factual contexts, but the level of 
accuracy tends to suffer in abstract, argumentative use of the target language.  A 
number of recurring errors (genders, pronouns, verb endings, tenses, agreement) 
tend to detract from an otherwise convincing performance.  Limited range of 
subordinate clauses. 


 


4-3 A degree of accuracy is evident in brief factual statements only, usually in pre-
learned responses. Few, if any compound tenses.  High incidence of elementary 
errors.  


 


2-1 Very limited evidence of applying basic grammatical rules.  Erratic use of simple 
grammatical forms in a few straightforward utterances.  May appear careless. 


 


0 No rewardable language. 
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Range and Idiom (AO3) 
 
10-9 Wide, at times adventurous range of appropriate structures and vocabulary. Firm 


grasp of Spanish idiom. Able to adapt to changing linguistic demands and to handle a 
variety of appropriate structures with ease. Assured sense of register. Uses language 
imaginatively to achieve desired effect. Evidence of style, nuance. 


 
8-7 Good range of structures and vocabulary to suit a variety of linguistic situations, but 


some limitation in abstract contexts. Appropriate use of 'Spanish' structures. 
Reasonable feel for register appropriate to the situation. Less common topic-specific 
vocabulary used to good effect. 


 
6-5 Able to use a limited range of structures appropriately. Range of tenses limited but 


sound. Evidence of some English / Welsh structures used inappropriately. Some 
vocabulary lacking or used inappropriately. 


 
4-3 Evidence in straightforward factual contexts of understanding some basic principles 


of idiomatic usage. Range of structures and vocabulary limited to the most common. 
Short sentences predominate, but some pre-learned phrases used appropriately. 


 
2-1 Range of structures and vocabulary adequate only for factual statements. Evidence 


of a sense of grammatical structure only in short phrases. 
 
0 No rewardable language. 
 





		Blank Page
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Ejercicio 4 
 
Guided Studies essay to be marked in accordance with published grid. 
 
Essay Mark Scheme Unit 4 
 
Quality of Response (AO2) 


 
15-13 Full and direct response to the question set.  Able to focus on the task immediately 


and without deviation.  Clear organisation, systematic and coherent.  Shows 
excellent command / judgement in the use of source material.  Imaginative approach, 
clear viewpoint, sense of purpose and analysis.  Concise, matching exposition / 
conclusion.  Argument fully supported by evidence. 


 
12-10 Competent, but lacks some flair, imagination, analysis. Sound argument, not always 


exhaustive, with appropriate examples to illustrate a point; a little obliqueness, a few 
relevant conclusions not drawn or poorly supported by evidence, some inappropriate 
description. But generally well balanced and documented, coherent exposition / 
conclusion.  


 
9-7 Some sense of direction and some originality, but also deviation / triviality. Insufficient 


focus on central themes. Strong tendency to describe rather than analyse, and to 
supplement pre-learned information which is not directly related to the given context. 
But also some independence of thought. Occasional mismatch between argument 
and evidence / information, inappropriate / unconvincing conclusions. 


 
6-4 Some sense of shape, but with flaws and lack of purpose. Limited success in trying to 


answer specific points. Confused responses / comments tend to distort / dissipate the 
argument presented. Repeated misunderstandings / misinterpretations of materials and / 
or questions. General lack of analysis and overall organisation. Argument unclear, poorly 
supported by evidence. 


 
3-1 Little or no indication that the scope of the task has been understood. Response 


rambling, disjointed, leading nowhere; information presented for no apparent 
purpose, important aspects / evidence ignored; pre-learned / 'adapted' passages, 
poorly incorporated; narrow scope, largely irrelevant. 


 
0 Totally unfocused. Responses / statements out of context. Barely more than a list of 


disconnected items. No connection with the task in hand. 
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Knowledge of topics and texts (AO1, AO2) 
 


10-9 Candidate is thoroughly familiar with the chosen topics / texts.  Answers, views and 
statements demonstrate sound factual knowledge and judgements.  Able to draw 
easily on source material relevant to support a view or argument or to compare / 
contrast aspects of the subject under discussion. 


 


8-7 Evidence of good factual knowledge and judgement despite one or two 
inconsistencies in presenting particulars from topics / texts studied.  Evidence of 
good scope of sources studied, with no significant misrepresentation of facts. 


 


6-5 Evidence of some general knowledge with limited factual detail of topics / texts 
studied, focused on content rather than judgement.  Candidate may confuse certain 
aspects because they have been 'learned' without being fully assimilated.  Prone to 
misrepresentation / misinterpretation of facts.  Views and opinions, such as there are, 
tend to be unsupported by evidence. 


 


4-3 Superficial knowledge, confused presentation of unrelated facts which may have little 
or nothing to do with the subject under discussion and may lead to misunderstanding 
/ misinterpreting certain issues or questions.  No evidence of a range of sources 
studied.  Some inappropriate vocabulary, repetition of 'learned' key statements 
without genuine argument / understanding. 


 


2-1 Distinct lack of factual knowledge, lack of corresponding vocabulary.  No evidence 
that the topics / texts have been studied in any depth, neither in Spanish or the 
mother tongue.  May present pre-learned isolated statements out of context, incorrect 
references to names or places.  Frequent misunderstandings. 


 


0 No information conveyed that is relevant to the task in hand, no evidence that topic / 
text has been studied. 


 


Accuracy (AO3) 
 


10-9 Excellent command of grammar and syntax.  Consistently correct use of language 
despite a few errors, some corrected.  High degree of accuracy. 


 


8-7 Evidence of sound grasp of grammar and syntax.  Occasional errors, some of which 
may be repeated, indicating a particular weakness. 


 


6-5 The basic principles of grammar are applied in factual contexts, but the level of 
accuracy tends to suffer in abstract, argumentative use of the target language.  A 
number of recurring errors (genders, pronouns, verb endings, tenses, agreement) 
tend to detract from an otherwise convincing performance.  Limited range of 
subordinate clauses. 


 


4-3 A degree of accuracy is evident in brief factual statements only, usually in pre-
learned responses. Few, if any compound tenses.  High incidence of elementary 
errors.  


 


2-1 Very limited evidence of applying basic grammatical rules.  Erratic use of simple 
grammatical forms in a few straightforward utterances.  May appear careless. 


 


0 No rewardable language. 
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Range and Idiom (AO3) 
 
10-9 Wide, at times adventurous range of appropriate structures and vocabulary. Firm 


grasp of Spanish idiom. Able to adapt to changing linguistic demands and to handle a 
variety of appropriate structures with ease. Assured sense of register. Uses language 
imaginatively to achieve desired effect. Evidence of style, nuance. 


 
8-7 Good range of structures and vocabulary to suit a variety of linguistic situations, but 


some limitation in abstract contexts. Appropriate use of 'Spanish' structures. 
Reasonable feel for register appropriate to the situation. Less common topic-specific 
vocabulary used to good effect. 


 
6-5 Able to use a limited range of structures appropriately. Range of tenses limited but 


sound. Evidence of some English / Welsh structures used inappropriately. Some 
vocabulary lacking or used inappropriately. 


 
4-3 Evidence in straightforward factual contexts of understanding some basic principles 


of idiomatic usage. Range of structures and vocabulary limited to the most common. 
Short sentences predominate, but some pre-learned phrases used appropriately. 


 
2-1 Range of structures and vocabulary adequate only for factual statements. Evidence 


of a sense of grammatical structure only in short phrases. 
 
0 No rewardable language. 
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